CHAPTER   VII.

CONFLICT   (1651-78).

twenty-eight years of vigorous old age still
before him when lie came back to England at the end
of 1651, Hobbes had time and strength and inclination
^for much other work than merely putting into literary
form the philosophical notions which he had been slowly
elaborating for the best part of twenty years before, and
with which he had been able to connect more or less
closely the earlier opinions he had formed of the nature
and manners of men. Apart from the trouble he had
with some mathematical chapters of the c De Corpore,' we
have seen him proceed easily enough to the completion
(or what he was fain to regard as the completion) of
his long-projected system. Now we have to turn back
again to the time of his home-comingj and see how lie
fared after making bold as he had done to preach, in
f Leviathan/ his audacious eirenikon to a distracted
country. A tangle of intermittent conflicts, growing
out of occasions that were never their causes, is spread
over most of his remaining years. Under whatever
guise of philosophy, mathematics or physics, it was al-
ways the author of s Leviathan ' that was so vehemently